
HEAT, HEALTH, 
AND EQUITY IN 
NEW YORK CITY



WE ACT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE



WE ACT for Environmental Justice is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit founded in 1988 to address 
environmental racism in West Harlem. Our mission is to build healthy communities by 
ensuring that people of color and/or low-income residents participate meaningfully in 
the creation of sound and fair environmental health and protection policies and 
practices. 

BORN OF VICTORY



ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE















POLICY EXAMPLES:

1. INDOOR EXTREME HEAT 
PROTECTIONS

• Homes & Community 
Spaces

2. NEIGHBORHOOD-LEVEL 
PROTECTION

• Cooling Centers
• Heat Alerts
• Be A Buddy

3. GREEN SPACES
• Parks And Trees
• Community Spaces



POLICY 
EXAMPLES:
INDOOR 
PROTECTIONS
• Utility bill 

protections
• Indoor 

temperature 
maxiumum

• Temperature
-controlled 
community 
spaces



• Long Term Solutions

• Short Term Solutions & 
Emergency Response



BECOME A MEMBER
weact.org/membership

BECOME A SUPPORTER
weact.org/donate

SIGN-UP FOR OUR EMAIL NEWSLETTER
weact.org/newsletter

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
see below

GET INVOLVED WITH WE ACT!
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