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WE ACT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
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-5-'_".i..f envnronmental raCFﬁ;'ﬁ in West Harlem Our mission is to build healthy communities by
ensurmgthat people of color anﬁfor low-income residents participate meaningfully in
- ~the creation of sound and fair environmental health and protection policies and

= —;_ practices.
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ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
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[FOR ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

* Environmental Justice = Environmental Justice is the
fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all
people regardless of race, color, national origin, or
income with respect to the development,
implementation, and enforcement of environmental
laws, regulations and policies.

* Fair treatment means that no group of people
including a racial, ethnic, or socioeconomicgroup,
should bear a disproportionate share of the negative 3
environmental consequences resulting from

industrial, municipal, and commercial operations or
the execution of federal, state, local, and tribal
programs and policies.
Environmental Racism: "Racial discrimination in environmental policy-making, enforcement of
regulations and laws, and targeting of communities of color for toxic waste disposal and citing of
polluting industries.” Racial discrimination can be intentional or unintentional and is often a
manifestation of "institutional racism.” This term acknowledges the political reality that created
and continues to perpetuate environmental inequity and injustice.
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"THE ANNUAL MEAN AIR
TEMPERATURE OF A CITY
WITH 1MILLION PEOPLE

OR MORE CAN BE 1.8-
5.4°F (1-3°C) WARMER
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"WE ARE IN THE SAME STORM, BUT NOT ALL IN THE SAME BOAT"



WHO'S ESPECIALLY AT-RISK TO EXTREME HEAT IMPACTS?

Older adults

e Children

e People with chronic illness
e Pregnant people

e Qutdoor workers




WHO'S ESPECIALLY AT-RISK TO EXTREME HEAT IMPACTS?

Older adults

Children

People with chronic illness
Outdoor workers

..but also people who

live in older, poorly maintained apartment buildings;
live in crowded apartments with intergenerational
living;

live in neighborhoods with less green space access,
live in neighborhoods with more air pollution from
buildings and industrial sites; and

been exposed to air pollution across the lifespan
stretch their resilience and their means across many
hardships, such as food, rent, chronic illness,
Immigration concerns, and more,
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CLIMATE CHANGE
[Extreme heat]
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POLICY EXAMPLES:

1. INDOOR EXTREME HEAT
PROTECTIONS
« Homes & Community
Spaces
2. NEIGHBORHOOD-LEVEL
PROTECTION
« Cooling Centers
« Heat Alerts
- Be A Buddy
3. GREEN SPACES
- Parks And Trees
« Community Spaces




POLICY

EXAMPLES:
INDOOR
PROTECTIONS
« Utility bill
protections
 Indoor
temperature
maxiumum
« Temperature
-controlled
community

spaces

Address
energy insecurity

The inability to adequately meet basic household energy
needs due to the interplay of physical conditions of housing,
household energy costs and energy-related coping strategies.
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* Long Term Solutions

* Short Term Solutions &
Emergency Response




GET INVOLVED WITH WE ACT!

BECOME A MEMBER
weact.org/membership

BECOME A SUPPORTER
weact.org/donate

SIGN-UP FOR OUR EMAIL NEWSLETTER
weact.org/newsletter

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
see below

WE ACT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

1854 Amsterdam Avenue, 2nd Floor, New York, NY 10031 | 212-961-1000

50 F Street, NW, 8th Floor, Washington, DC 20001 | 202-495-3036

Web: weact.org | Facebook: weactforej | Twitter: weact4ej | Instagram: weact4e]
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