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Arizona Republic/AZ Central, June 2023

Section 102(2) of the Robert T. 

Stafford Disaster Relief and 

Emergency Assistance Act (42 

U.S.C. 5122(2)) is amended by 

inserting “extreme heat,” before 

“or drought”. 
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Knowledge base motivating heat action

✓ Significant public health risk

✓ Prioritized community concern

✓ Climate and urban climate dynamics

✓ Environmental + social + technological

✓ Environmental justice
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https://static.azcentral.com/human-cost-heat/
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Georgescu et al., PNAS Feb. 2014
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“…the kids don’t really go outside to 

play because it’s too hot. So, they’d 

rather stay indoors and watch movies, 

and play on Xbox, and watch Netflix, and 

that brings about illnesses, or 

obesity, and that kinda stuff.” 

-S. Phoenix Resident
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What is needed to improve heat action?

➢ Clearer and community-rooted goals

➢ Consistent and accessible health data

➢ Investment in evaluation

➢ City-embedded and supported researchers

➢ Heat portfolio management (How much? Who?)

Keith et al. Nature Oct. 2021 
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Riverview Park, Mesa AZ Sky Harbor Airport, Phoenix AZ
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Sept 10, 2020 
12:45pm

11.6°F 

cooler

Cool Pavement Program – Streets Dept.
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Cool Pavement Program – Streets Dept.
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• New shelter; prioritizes 

surrounding neighborhoods and 

high-need areas

• Partnership with County, St. 

Vincent DePaul, CBI

• Day and night capacity for 200

• “Closed campus” model

OFFICE OF HEAT RESPONSE AND MITIGATION

Community investments with heat co-benefits
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Heat is an 

inconvenience

Heat is a 

manageable 

problem
(resource tradeoffs)

Heat is a 

catastrophe

(insufficient resources)
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