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Community Tree Equity
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Highest social vulnerability

+ 

Worst flooding susceptibility

+

Most severe economic hardship 

+ 

Highest traffic volumes

+ 

Most age-adjusted asthma cases 

+ 

Highest surface temperatures 

+ 

Lowest tree canopy coverage

= 

Priority communities for equity tree 

planting, maintenance, community 

engagement & job training

Tree Canopy Coverage by Neighborhood
(citywide average is 16%)



Community Tree Equity Working Group

American Forests

Blacks in Green

Bloomberg Associates

Chicago Department of

 Public Health

Chicago Department of Streets and 

    Sanitation Bureau of Forestry

Chicago Department of 

    Transportation

City of Chicago Mayor’s Office

Chicago Park District

Chicago Sustainability Office

Chicago Muslims Green Team

Chicago Region Trees Initiative

Chicago Wilderness

Coalition for a Better Chinese

 American Community

Equitable Resilience & 

    Sustainability, LLC

Friends for a Natural South Chicago

Galewood Neighbors, Inc.

Grow Greater Englewood

I Am Able Center

Illinois Environmental Council

Imani Village

Latinos Progresando

Lincoln Park Zoo

LUCHA

Metropolitan Water Reclamation

 District of Greater Chicago

Mi Villita Neighbors

Nordson Green Earth Foundation

North Lawndale Greening

 Committee

North Lawndale Community

 Coordinating Council's Greening

 Open Space Water Soil and

 Sustainability (NLCCC/GROWSS)

Openlands

Rush University Medical Center

Sacred Roots

Save Your Ash

St. Agatha’s Church

Stone Temple Missionary Baptist

    Church

The Climate Reality Project Chicago

     Metro Chapter

The Nature Conservancy

The Nature, Culture, and Human

   Health

The Partnership for Healthy Cities

The Southwest Collective

The Student Conservation

    Association

The Trust for Public Land

University of Illinois Chicago

US Forest Service

Walder Foundation

West Chesterfield Community

    Association

Young Men's Network Association
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Tree Equity

• Equitably increase the City’s public urban tree canopy

• Deliver the public health, environmental, economic, societal 

and climate co-benefits

• Prioritize historically marginalized, disinvested, and under-

canopied communities on the South and West sides.
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Community Led Logo Design
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Community-Driven Content: Website
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Community-Driven Content: Tools & Door Hangers
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Community-Driven Content: Misinformation
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Community Tree Ambassadors
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“To be without trees would, in the most literal way, to be without our roots.”
― Richard Mabey

chicago.gov/ourroots

Raed Mansour
Director of Environmental Innovation
Chicago Department of Public Health

Raed.Mansour@cityofchicago.org
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