
Astronomy Allies
Heather Flewelling and Katherine Alatalo



Topics
• Who I am 

• Sexual harassment vs harassment  

• My harassment (motivation for astronomy allies) 

• The creation of Astronomy Allies 

• The impact we’ve had so far 

• Heather’s concerns



Who is Heather Flewelling?
• I am a researcher at the Institute for Astronomy, in Honolulu, 

Hawaii, working on Pan-STARRS processing / database/ 
science. 

• I am not an expert in sexual harassment 

• I am part of a very small team that created the world’s largest 
astronomy database (specifically: building the database and 
schema) 

• Annnnndddd…. 

• I am known in the Astronomy Community as the co-creator of 
Astronomy Allies?!?! 

• I’d like to be known for my science!



Sexual Harassment



Sexual Harassment



A story of my 
harassment

Ok now what??

I was stalked, 
repeatedly

Being 
stalked is a 

terrifying 
experience

this kept 
happening at the 

conference

I did not know 
what to do

I filed a formal 
complaint and the 

process was 
horrible

The end result was 
… ‘meh’ …



My Motivation for 
Astronomy Allies

I didn’t feel safe at conferences



My Motivation for 
Astronomy Allies

How do we make me feel safe?



Creation of Astronomy 
Allies

It started off with Katey and I talking a lot about what to 
do. We didn’t know what to do exactly, but figured it was 

better to try than to do nothing. 





What are the 
Astronomy Allies?

Allies are a safe zone. 

Allies are a resource. 

Allies are a network. 

Allies are a presence.



We submitted an 
abstract for the AAS

Allies are a safe zone. 

Allies are a resource. 

Allies are a network 

Allies are a presence.



Astronomy Allies 
at the Jan 2014 AAS

We had buttons signifying who the allies were 

A poster describing who we are and what we do 

An active twitter account / email / phone / webpage for 
people to contact us and get more info 

We offered ‘party walks’ from the unofficial party to the 
hotels (>50 walked home) 

~30 of us were allies (we ran out of buttons!), now> 70



What happens if you 
experience harassment?

You find one of the allies. 

If the ally is a mandatory reporter, we find another ally that 
isn’t. 

The ally writes down what happened, and hands it back to 
you. We keep no records of this. 

The ally offers mentoring / resources / other support as 
needed. 

You are in control. You decide if you want to officially report, 
and you decide what level of support you need.



Impact of Astronomy 
Allies

AAS now has a much improved anti-harassment policy, it is 
prominently displaced as you enter meeting rooms, and there is a 

phone number to call if you encounter problems 

People self-organize their own safe walks home from dinners and 
parties 

Anecdotal evidence from various professors that they get far less 
reports of problems from their undergrad/grad students 

The body language of undergrads/grads at conferences is much 
more relaxed 

Other societies have created EntoAllies, PhysicsAllies, SBAllies (and 
probably more)



Heather’s Concerns
I already have a full time job, hard to manage Astronomy Allies and 

research 

We have a very flat structure - would like something more? 

We lack funding - would like bystander intervention training 

Emotional cost with helping others - fear some get burned out 

Hard to grow! related: how to manage a growing organization 

We need more diverse allies (undergrads / senior colleagues / men / 
LGBTQIA / people of color) 

Can’t just create this in a university setting  (mandatory reporting 
requirements and everyone would want to be an ally / office politics)



Who are the Astronomy 
Allies?

Katey Alatalo, Stacey Alberts, Crystal Anderson, Sarah Ballard, Rachael Beaton, 
Heather Bloemhard, Sheryl Bruff, James Bullock, Adam Burgasser, Sabrina Cales, 
Gaby Canalizo, Caitlin Casey, Phil Cigan, Jennifer Connelly, Alison Crocker, Kelle 
Cruz, Meredith Danowski, Jennifer Donovan Meyer, Heather Flewelling, Francesca 
Fornasini, Jonathan Fraine, Bryan Gaensler, Katie Grasha, Renée Hložek, Jackie 
Hodge, Jennifer Hoffman, Jarita Holbrook, Mark Huber, Nia Imara, Katie Jameson, 
Stephanie Juneau, Jeyhan Kartaltepe, Garrett (Karto) Keating, Evan Kirby, Jessica 
Kirkpatrick, Lauranne Lanz, Kelly Lockhart, Laura Lopez, Jessica Lu, Nicholas 
McConnell, Rosalie McGurk, Anne Medling, Betsy Mills, Chiara Mingarelli, Jorge 
Moreno, John Mulchaey, Drew Newman, Henry Ngo, Samaya Nissanke, Brian 
Nord, Kristina Nyland, Alison Peck, Daniel Perley, Alexandra Pope, Enrico Ramirez 
Ruiz, Megan Reiter, Jeff Rich, Jane Rigby, Joel Roediger, Anna Rosen, Gwen 
Rudie, Alex Rudolph, Nicole Cabrera Salazar, Joan Schmelz, Vicky Scowcroft, 
Marja Seidel, Keren Sharon, Aomawa Shields, Michael Strauss, Linda Strubbe, 
Johanna Teske, Ryan Trainor, Vivian U, Jackie Villadsen, Carolin Villforth, Lauren 
Weiss, Angie Wolfgang, Sarah Yost, Laura Zschaechner
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