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Each year, 3 prizes 
of $1 million US
are awarded to the three 
international champions

MOBILIZING SCIENCE FOR A GLOBAL GREEN RENAISSANCE

The Frontiers Planet Prize is a unique, global 
science competition that recognizes exceptional 
scientists who deliver breakthrough, scalable 
solutions for living healthy lives, on a healthy planet.



Three International Champions 
each awarded $1 million USD 
to scale their solutions

National Champions from 
each participating country

The Frontiers Planet Prize identifies



Planetary 
boundaries
Transgressed boundaries:

1. Biogeochemical flows
2. Biosphere integrity
3. Climate Change
4. Freshwater use
5. Novel entities
6. Land- system change

Sources: Updated Planetary Boundaries. The 2023 
update to the Planetary boundaries. Licensed under 
CC BY-NC-ND 3.0. Credit: "Azote for Stockholm 
Resilience Centre, based on analysis in Richardson et 
al 2023"

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


The entire academic ecosystem, 
including universities, research institutions 
and national academ ies to  jo in fo rces and 
find so lutions

The  adoption o f sc ientific  breakthrough 
by public  and private  stakeho lders.

An inte rnational com petition that 
acce le rates sc ientific  breakthroughs in 
plane tary boundary science  worldwide

Mobilizing

Igniting

Catalysing

Frontiers Planet Prize: 
Our mission
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And what 
are  we  
go ing to  
achieve?



The nomination 
com m unity



A unique m echanism
Highlighting the  best 
m ission- driven sc ience
nom inated by world-
leading institutions



A unique m echanism
Highlighting the  best 
m ission- driven sc ience
nom inated by world-
leading institutions

475
institutions

233
institutions

610
institutions



24 
National 

Academ ies



Johan Rockström Prof Katharine  
Abernethy

Pro f Priyanga
Am arasekare

Pro f Angela Arthington Pro f Xuem ei Bai Pro f Govindasam y Bala Dr Elena Bennett

Pro f Mercedes 
Bustam ante

Pro f Wouter Buytaert Dr Stephen Carpenter Pro f Matthew Co llins Pro f Robin Craig Pro f Gre tchen Daily Pro f Wim  de  Vries

Pro f Danie l Esty Pro f J am es Evans Dr Marie le Evers Dr Richard Flo rizone Pro f Carl Fo lke Pro f Hayley Fowler Pro f Pierre  Friedlingste in

Pro f Andrew Haines Dr Shakuntala 
Haraksingh Thilsted

Pro f Bronwyn Hayward Pro f Terry Hughes Pro f Hans J . 
Schellnhuber

Pro f Kevin J ones Pro f Sirkku J uho la

Pro f Louis Ko tzé Pro f Praveen Kum ar Ms Rachel Kyte Pro f Rattan Lal Dr Miriam  L Diam ond Pro f Eric  Lam bin Pro f Tim  Lenton

Undisputed
excellence
The Jury of 100
led by Chair:
Prof Johan Rockstrom



Sybil 
Seitzinger J akob 

Lundberg
Lise  KorstenPete r 

Gluckm an
Lee  

Howell

Our adviso ry bo ard 

Ian Mille r



The prize mechanics
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Mechanics 
An “Olym pic” race  fo r so lutions

Foundation

• Invites NNBs and NRBs

NNBs
National Nominating Body

NRBs
National Representative Body

Jury of 100 Award Ceremony
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Mechanics 
An “Olym pic” race  fo r so lutions

Foundation NNBs
National Nominating Body

NRBs
National Representative Body

Jury of 100

• Invites NNBs and NRBs • NNBs reach out to the lead 
scientist of the most 
promising research articles 
and receive their 
application

• NNBs then shortlist 
applications to 3 
nominations and share with 
NRB

Award Ceremony
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Mechanics 
An “Olym pic” race  fo r so lutions

Foundation NNBs
National Nominating Body

NRBs
National Representative Body

Jury of 100

• Invites NNBs and NRBs • The National Academies 
within each 
country collects the 
nominations made by the 
NNBs.

• The NRB in each country 
selects 3 of the nominees 
to submit to the Jury of 100.

• NNBs reach out to the lead 
scientist of the most 
promising research articles 
and receive their 
application

• NNBs then shortlist 
applications to 3 
nominations and share with 
NRB

Award Ceremony
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Foundation NNBs
National Nominating Body

NRBs
National Representative Body

Jury of 100

• Invites NNBs and NRBs • The National Academies 
within each 
country collects the 
nominations made by the 
NNBs.

• The NRB in each country 
selects 3 of the nominees 
to submit to the Jury of 100.

• Jury of 100 evaluates the 
nominations.

• 1st round of voting: Decide 
on one National Champion 
for each participating 
country

• 2nd round of voting: Decide 
on the three International 
Champions

• NNBs reach out to the lead 
scientist of the most 
promising research articles 
and receive their 
application

• NNBs then shortlist 
applications to 3 
nominations and share with 
NRB

Award Ceremony

Mechanics 
An “Olympic” race for solutions
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Foundation NNBs
National Nominating Body

NRBs
National Representative Body

Jury of 100

• Invites NNBs and NRBs • The National Academies 
within each 
country collects the 
nominations made by the 
NNBs.

• The NRB in each country 
selects 3 of the nominees 
to submit to the Jury of 100.

• The 3 International 
Champions are awarded 
the Frontiers Planet Prize of 
US Dollars 1M each at the 
Awards Ceremony, taking 
place in June.

• NNBs reach out to the lead 
scientist of the most 
promising research articles 
and receive their 
application

• NNBs then shortlist 
applications to 3 
nominations and share with 
NRB

Award Ceremony

• Jury of 100 evaluates the 
nominations.

• 1st round of voting: Decide 
on one National Champion 
for each participating 
country

• 2nd round of voting: Decide 
on the three International 
Champions

Mechanics 
An “Olympic” race for solutions
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The crite ria

• The Frontie rs Plane t Prize  will be  awarded to  the  best research published 
in established peer- reviewed scientific  journals, with robust peer review 
and transparent publication procedures.

• Acceptance  date  o f the  artic le : 1st Novem ber 2023 to  31 October 2025
scientific  exce llence  is the  default principle  to  partic ipate  in the  Frontie rs 
Plane t Prize

• We welcom e breakthrough science  across all disc iplines on condition it is 
focused on Plane tary Boundaries and presents o riginal research findings 
o r insightful reviews and syntheses . 
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The crite ria
The Frontie rs Plane t Prize  wants to  hono r:

The research outlines ac tionable  so lutions o r pathways that can be  im plem ented in 
po lic ies, adapted com m ercially, o r o therwise  contribute  to  keep global developm ent 
within planetary boundaries.

The research advances the  sc ientific  understanding and quantification o f planetary 
boundaries. It explo res how planetary boundaries are  affec ted o r im pact life  support 
system s/ the  Earth system  o r investigates the  im plications o f adopting planetary 
boundaries thinking across disc iplines, sec to rs and ac tivities/applicatio ns 

The research m ust connect to  several planetary boundaries at the  Earth system  scale . 
Research that explo res interac tions/ re lations between m ultiple  Planetary Boundaries will 
be  prio ritized.



Transformational science :
Breakthrough research from  

our National Cham pions

Japan 
Jian Feng Ma

Engineered rice capable 
of growing in polluted 

environments

USA 
Edward Kolodziej 

Identified toxic 
compound in tyres that 

leaches in rivers and 
impacts aquatic 

ecosystems

South Africa 
Petra Holden 

Determined which invasive 
species should be 
removed to reboot 

biodiversity and restore 
freshwater systems

China
Baojing Gu

Reduced ammonia 
emissions from

fertilizer production,
which reduces air 
pollution in cities

Turkey
Mustafa 

Sahmaran
Developed a novel 

chemical process that 
enhances cement 

carbonation and offsets 
its production emissions



Transformational science :
Breakthrough research from  

our National Cham pions

South Africa 
Petra Holden 

Determined which invasive 
species should be 
removed to reboot 

biodiversity and restore 
freshwater systems

China
Baojing Gu

Reduced ammonia 
emissions from

fertilizer production,
which reduces air 
pollution in cities

Denmark
Minik Rosing

Revealed the potential 
of spreading powdered 

volcanic rock on 
agricultural lands to 
enrich soil nutrients

Netherlands
Paul Behrens

Showed how adoption 
sustainable dietary 
practices such as 

reducing meat 
consumption, mitigates 

climate change

Argentina
Pedro Jaureguiberry

Conducted an assessment 
thzat showed 60% of 

biodiversity loss is driven by 
land use change.



Outputs of the third edition





The Frontiers Planet Prize: 
We have  achieved a lo t

$6.6 Millio n10 ’000+ 743

560+ 50+ 299

1006620 25
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Timeline and Next Steps
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Timeline

Registration

Now

The NNB and  
NRBs register 

with the  
Fro ntiers 

Planet Prize

April 
–

October

NNB reaches o ut 
to  lead scientists 

o f m o st 
pro m ising 

research artic les 
and invites them  

to  apply

Each NNB 
subm its 3 

No m inatio ns 
to  their NRB

1st

December

Each NRB 
submits 3 
National 

Nominations 
to the Jury

December
–

February 
2026

The Jury reviews 
the applications 

and votes to 
select the 

National and 
International 
Champions

The National 
Champions are 

announced publicly 
on Earth Day

22 April 
2026

The official announcement of the 
International Champions is made during 

the Award Ceremony taking place in 
Switzerland 2026 Spring

June 
2026

Application NNB 
nomination

Jury 
evaluations

NRB 
nomination Announcement Award Ceremony

1st 
November
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What are the next steps? 
If you represent an institution…

Register on our platfo rm  to  fo rm alize  your partic ipation as a National Nom inating 
Body.

Nom inate  the  lead scientists of the most promising research articles of your 
institution that have been accepted for publication between 1 st November 2023 and 
31st October 2025

Invite them to apply by filling out the application form attached in the resource hub, 
also attaching a PDF of the published article by a deadline set by you.

Review the applications, select the top three and share with your NRB.

1

2

3

4

Who is the  lead scientist?

The lead sc ientist best represents the  research o f the  published artic le

In the  event that the  individual is awarded the  International Cham pion, 
they will m anage the  prize  m oney to  drive  the  pro jec t fo rward.

The lead sc ientist is se lec ted direc tly by the  NNB. Being a lead sc ientist is 
no t based on the  hierarchical position o f the  autho r
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What are the next steps?
If you are  a sc ientist

Check if your institution is registered as a National Nom inating Body by visiting the  
Frontiers Planet Prize  website  - > nom ination partners

- Should your institution be  registered, and you do  no t know the  po int o f contac t fo r 
m anaging awards and prizes, ge t in touch with info@frontiersplanetprize .o rg and 
we will direc t to  you the  po int o f contac t.

- Should your institution no t be  registered, reach out to  
info@frontiersplanetprize .o rg and we will issue  an invitation to  have  your institution 
to  partic ipate .

Once registered, your institution will rece ive  the  application fo rm , all info rm ation and 
process fo r them  to  be  a national nom inating body

Fo llow their process to  ge t your application subm itted. No te  that your institution will 
be  responsible  fo r nom inating the  top 3 applications they receive , to  put fo rward to  
the ir National Representative  Body.

1

2

3

4

https://www.frontiersplanetprize.org/nomination-partners
mailto:info@frontiersplanetprize.org
mailto:info@frontiersplanetprize.org
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Written Com m unication

Visual Asse ts

NNB & NRB Resources

Scientist Resources

The Resource Hub
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Why your participation matters:

• The prize  co llapses the  tim eline  to  achieve  sc ientific  consensus, 

allowing the  fast take  up o f transdisciplinary research

• The prize  m oney is used specifically to  scale  up and am plify the  

im pact o f breakthrough research

• The prize  is a m ovem ent: it m obilizes the  academ ic com m unity 

and gives sc ience  a vo ice  to  drive  positive  change .

The  Green Renaissance  will no t happen 
without your partic ipation.



The foundation 
fac ilitates the  prize , 
the  world o f sc ience  
owns it

Pro f Dr J ean- Claude  Burge lm an
Directo r
jean- c laude .burge lm an@frontie rsplane tprize .o rg

Dr Gilbert De  Grego rio
Associate  Directo r
gilbert.degrego rio@frontie rsplane tprize .o rg

Frontie rsplane tprize .o rg 

linkedin.com /com pany/ frontie rs- plane t- prize

mailto:ean-claude.burgleman@frontiersplanetprize.org
mailto:gilbert.degregorio@frontiersplanetprize.org
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