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A global partnership of over 140 national 
and regional merit-based academies of 
science, engineering and medicine

Strategic Priorities

 Build the capacity of, and empower, regional 
networks of academies and their national 
members;

 Provide independent, authoritative advice on 
global, regional and national issues;

 Communicate the importance of science, 
engineering and medicine in terms of research, 
education, literacy, public discourse, and 
outreach

The InterAcademy Partnership (IAP)
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The Study
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Study objectives

 Define predatory and unethical practices in 
academic journals and conferences

 Gauge their extent and impact 

 Understand their root causes

 Examine efforts to-date to combat 
predatory journals, publishers and 
conferences around the world

 Provide concrete recommendations for 
addressing the problem

research 
community 

and 
academies

libraries and 
indexing 
services

publishers

public and 
private sector 

funders of 
research

universities 
and research 

administrators

policymakers
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Working Group
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Literature review
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Stakeholder dialogues

• To hear sectoral perspectives 
(insights, motivations etc)

• To explore practicable and effective 
recommendations for each sector

• To pave way for dissemination and 
uptake of recommendations (co-
design, co-ownership)
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Empirical research
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Main research questions 

• are the typical signs of predatory practices?

• challenges and barriers to addressing them?

• professional and personal impacts of using them?

• consequences of predatory practices?

What…

• prevalent are predatory journals and conferences?

• do researchers use predatory journals and conferences?

• have they been combatted to-date?

• might they be combatted in future? how can we raise professional 
awareness?

How….

• do researchers use predatory journals and conferences?

• does predatory publishing continue to grow?

• might a global consensus be needed?

Why….
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Landmark survey on predatory academic practices

The purpose of the survey 
was twofold: 

 to inform the project so 
that it can recommend 
more effective ways to 
combat predatory 
practices and protect 
researchers everywhere, 
and 

 to raise awareness of 
these practices amongst 
the global research 
community.
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Landmark survey on predatory academic practices
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Landmark survey on predatory academic practices
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Resources already available
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Preliminary conclusions (work-in-progress)

 Predatory journals and conferences are on the rise and are becoming increasingly sophisticated.

 Publishers, indexing services, librarians and others are spending increasing amounts of time and 
money trying to tackle predatory practices.

 They are permeating many geographies, disciplines and career stages: no-one can afford to be 
complacent.

 (Post) pandemic working practices may further exacerbate predatory practices.

 Distinguishing between predatory, poor quality and unethical publishing practices  is difficult – a 
spectrum approach is more appropriate.

 Raising awareness and understanding of predatory practices appears to be the most critical 
intervention needed to prevent researchers falling prey to them

❑ Commercial interests of the publishing industry are perceived to be the most difficult to contend 
with by researchers.
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Preliminary conclusions (work-in-progress)

❑ To eliminate root causes, we need to go further and work together globally to

❑ revise conditions for recruitment and career progression in academia

❑ strengthen academic ownership of the future direction of academic publishing

❑ promote alternative economic models of (open access) publishing

❑ make transparent peer review the norm – so that sloppy or non-existent peer 
review is difficult

❑ reinvigoration of good practice in training, mentoring and supervision

The recent ISC report on the Future of Scientific Publishing addresses some of these:

https://council.science/publications/sci-pub-report1/

https://council.science/publications/sci-pub-report1/
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Government-University-Industry: 
emerging ideas for action

Government

• Governments could promote research standards by:

• Recognizing and supporting journals with a proven track record (through their funding programs),

• Promoting and disseminating ethical standards and good practices in scientific research and publishing.

University

• Universities could address research evaluation/assessment by:

• Implementing transparent evaluation and assessment based on the quality of work rather than the quantity (Governments can help too)

• Incentivizing students, staff and researchers to promote the awareness of predatory practices in academia while also supporting their 
continuous professional development in research ethics and integrity

Industry

• Industries could address the monetization of research by:

• Incentivizing publishing standards in the market which uphold quality research and expose predatory practices

• Supporting the research enterprise and its contribution to informing policy through investment in efforts which strengthen research capacity 
and development, which is rigorous, ethical and relevant.  



17

www.interacademies.org

You can follow the project at 
www.interacademies.org/project/predatorypublishing

For enquiries, please contact 
secretariat@iapartnership.org

iap@twas.org

Follow IAP on Twitter                 @iapartnership
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