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Appropriate 

determinations?

Racial bias?

Pro-police bias?



Cause of Death

The specific injury 

and/or disease

that led to death.

Manner of Death

 Natural

 Accident

 Suicide

 Homicide

 Undetermined







87 case files

22

14

14



87 case files



87 case files



87 case files



12 case reviewers

7 3 1 1

• All board certified

• Average of 14.2 

  years experience

White 

(50%)

Multi-

racial 

(25%)

Black

Hispanic

African



Three 

reviewers

Initial 

survey

Autopsy 

photos

Final 

survey

Consensus 

meeting?

Case 

files

Post-cons. 

survey
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For 13 cases (14.9%), reviewers did not reach a consensus opinion.



Reviewers’ Consensus Opinion
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For 30 cases (34.5%), reviewers agreed with OCME’s determination.



Reviewers’ Consensus Opinion
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Manner of Death

Overall, reviewers judged four times as many deaths as homicides.



Reviewers’ Consensus Opinion
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ACC 5 4 - - - 9
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Total 48 11 1 14 13 87

Manner of Death

For 36 cases (41.4%), OCME failed to classify homicides as such.



Racial Bias?

16 White 

decedents

32 Black 

decedents



Racial Bias?

44%
homicides

16%
homicides



Pro-Police Bias?

13 restrained 

by others

35 restrained 

by police



Pro-Police Bias?

54%
homicides

14%
homicides



Pro-Police Bias?

Yes (49%)

Yes (74%)





92.9%

59.5%



Were OCME’s Determinations Reasonable?

14 2446

43.7% 
of cases

30135

20.7% 
of cases



Key Findings

• OCME systematically undercounted homicides…

 … especially for Black decedents

 … especially if police applied restraint

• OCME attributed 42 deaths to ‘excited delirium’

➢ 93% certified as ‘undetermined’

➢ 60% deemed homicides by reviewers



Recommendations

• Abandon “excited delirium”

• Follow the “but-for” principle

• More and better autopsy photos

• Continuing education on restraint

• More standardized procedures

• Expanded quality control



• Better documentation of restraint

➢ Verbatim witness accounts

➢ Body-worn camera footage

• Training in appropriate restraint

• Involve mental health experts

Recommendations



• Review the 36 homicides 

  that OCME misclassified

➢ Is further action warranted?

• Similar audits in other states

Recommendations



Questions?
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